CLAIMS 
What is claimed is: 

1. A method of limiting a pressure of 
a coolant in a cooling system having a coolant 
pump, comprising the steps of: 

providing an upper pressure limit for 
the coolant; 

determining the pressure of the coolant 
in the cooling system; and 

reducing an operating speed of the 
coolant pump when the pressure of the coolant 
reaches said upper pressure limit. 

2 . The method of claim 1 wherein said 
determining the pressure of the coolant in the 
cooling system comprises obtaining an indirect 
measurement of the pressure of the coolant . 

3 . The method of claim 2 wherein said 
obtaining an indirect measurement of the pressure 
of the coolant comprises determining the pressure 
of the coolant based on a temperature of the 
coolant and the pump speed. 
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4 . The method of claim 2 wherein said 
obtaining an indirect measurement of the pressure 
of the coolant comprises determining the pressure 
of the coolant based on a structural 
characteristic of the cooling system. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein said 
obtaining an indirect measurement of the pressure 
of the coolant further comprises determining the 
pressure of the coolant based on a temperature of 
the coolant. 

6. The method of claim 1 wherein said 
upper pressure limit is from about 25 psi to 
about 50 psi. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein said 
determining the pressure of the coolant in the 
cooling system comprises obtaining an indirect 
measurement of the pressure of the coolant. 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein said 
obtaining an indirect measurement of the pressure 
of the coolant comprises determining the pressure 
of the coolant based on a temperature of the 
coolant and the pump speed. 
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9. The method of claim 7 wherein said 
obtaining an indirect measurement of the pressure 
of the coolant comprises determining the pressure 
of the coolant based on a structural 
characteristic of the cooling system. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein said 
obtaining an indirect measurement of the pressure 
of the coolant further comprises determining the 
pressure of the coolant based on a temperature of 
the coolant and pump speed. 

11. A method of limiting a pressure of 
a coolant in a cooling system having a coolant 
pump, comprising the steps of: 

providing an upper pressure limit for 
the coolant; 

obtaining a direct measurement of the 
pressure of the coolant in the cooling system; 
and 

reducing an operating speed of the pump 
when the pressure of the coolant reaches said 
upper pressure limit. 
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12. The method of claim 11 wherein 
said upper pressure limit is from about 25 psi to 
about 50 psi. 

13. A method of limiting a pressure of 
a coolant in a cooling system having a coolant 
pump, comprising the steps of: 

providing an upper pressure limit for 
the coolant; 

measuring a temperature of the coolant 
in the cooling system; 

correlating the temperature of the 
coolant with the pressure of the coolant; and 

reducing an operating speed of the pump 
when the pressure of the coolant reaches said 
upper pressure limit. 

14. The method of claim 13 further 
comprising the step of determining the pressure 
of the coolant based on a structural 
characteristic of the cooling system. 

15. The method of claim 13 wherein 
said upper pressure limit is from about 25 psi to 
about 50 psi. 



21 



